Artemus Leads Kindergartners Into the

Exciting World of
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“Artemus is here! Artemus is here!” the
children exclaim. No, it is hot an invasion.
This is what the children say once a month
when Artemus, our traveling art bear,
comes to visit the kindergarten classroom at
Canterbury School.

Artemus travels all over the world to
learn about famous artists and their unique
painting styles. As part of the kindergarten
experience, five- and six-year-old children
study art masters and experiment with
various media and techniques used by
the different artists. The students quickly
develop an appreciation for the works of
famous artists and are comfortable sharing
observations and trying out new art
techniques.

Each month when Artemus visits, he
introduces a new artist. He brings a traveling
bag that holds a world map, literature about
the artist, prints, interesting facts about
the artist, and a project for the children to
complete that is inspired by the artist.

The world map is used as a teaching tool
during Artemus’ visit. On the map, the
artists’ birth countries are highlighted to
show their geographic locations compared
to Florida. Students brainstorm possible
methods of transportation from our home,
Florida, to the new artist’s birth country.
Thus, a personal connection for the children
ismade. Geographic terms such as peninsula,
islands, and oceans are introduced and

reviewed. Artist-of-the-month instruction

also focuses on broadening the children’s
points of view from an egocentric way
of thinking to understandmg the global
community.

The artist of the month is integrated into
thematic units. For example, when the class
studies nutrition, the kindergartners are
introduced to Giuseppe Arcimboldo. He is
known for painting royalty using fruits and
vegetables. The children then create their
own fruit faces.

One of the children’s favorite artists is
Jackson Pollock, who is famous for his
action painting. Creating a reproduction
of a Pollock allows the children to express
themselves without limitations. The
children work outside using straws, paint
brushes and other implements to splash
bold colors, creating their own Pollock-
inspired art.

“The culminating art activity is a joint -

effort between the kindergarten classes to
create their own Japanese Bridge, which
is inspired by Claude Monet. This piece of
art remains in the hallway for all to view
throughout an entire year. It is a focal
point that is enjoyed by tour groups and
Canterbury guests.

The Artist of the Month is a high-interest .

and meaningful program for the kindergart-
ners. A few years ago, while touring an art
museum with her parents, a kindergartner

mentioned to a docent that the museum had
a Picasso piece from his blue period, and she
wanted to know if there were any of Georges
Seurat’s pointillism works of art in the gal-
lery. Needless to say, both the docent and the
child’s parents were impressed.

Art education is an important aspect
for developing the whole child. Artemus
allows the children to make connections and
develop self-expression through a creative
approach, while honoring different learning
styles. Children’s love and appreciation of art

* become lifelong habits. M

Carson Beisner 21, as a kindergartner, work-
ing on the Monet-inspired “The Japanese
Bridge.”

Artemus Bear, holding a book on Van Gogh, sits beside the famous artist’s

“The Starry Night.”




